
From: D"Andrea, Michael
To: Tate, Rita; Graff, Jeannine
Subject: FW: EIP FOIA Request: Chesapeake Bay Program
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2016 8:34:42 AM
Attachments: Chesapeake Bay Program FOIA_AR-KK_8-15-2016.pdf

 
 

From: Keene Kelderman [mailto:kkelderman@Environmentalintegrity.onmicrosoft.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2016 4:30 PM
To: FOIA HQ <FOIA_HQ@epa.gov>
Cc: D'Andrea, Michael <DANDREA.MICHAEL@EPA.GOV>; DiPasquale, Nicholas
<dipasquale.nicholas@epa.gov>; Abel Russ <aruss@environmentalintegrity.org>
Subject: EIP FOIA Request: Chesapeake Bay Program
 
Hello,
 
I’m submitting a FOIA request on behalf of the Environmental Integrity Project. I have attached the
official request to this email.
 
Keene Kelderman
Research Analyst
Environmental Integrity Project
1000 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 263-4459
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August 15, 2016 


Sent Via Email 


 


National Freedom of Information Officer 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (2822T) 


Washington, DC 20460 


hq.foia@epa.gov 


 


Re: Freedom of Information Act Request Regarding Chesapeake Bay Program 


Dear FOIA Officer: 


Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 522, and the Environmental 


Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) FOIA regulations, we are writing to request the following 


information. Most or all of this information is associated with the Chesapeake Bay Program 


Office. 


1. All ammonia emissions data used in the Chesapeake Bay watershed model in 2015 or 


2016. 


2. All communications from the period 2014-present, between the Chesapeake Bay Program 


Office and either (a) EPA’s National Exposure Research Laboratory, or (b) Pennsylvania 


State University, regarding the emission, atmospheric transport, and/or deposition of 


nitrogen. 


3. The names of all facilities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed that (a) discharge nitrogen, 


phosphorus, or sediment, and (b) have National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 


permits (or equivalent state permits). 


4. For the facilities listed in response to item (3), the NPDES permit number (or equivalent 


state permit number) for each facility. 


5. For the facilities listed in response to item (3), estimated loads of nitrogen, phosphorus 


and sediment from each facility in 2015. 


 


Request for Fee Waiver 


The Environmental Integrity Project is a non-profit, tax-exempt public policy organization 


dedicated to the more effective enforcement of environmental laws and reducing exposure to 


toxic pollution, and the information delivered in response to this request will not be used for any 


commercial purpose, business, trade, or profit. Accordingly, EIP requests that EPA waive any 


fees and costs incurred in responding to this FOIA.  
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As discussed below, EIP meets the six factors used to evaluate fee waiver requests. 40 C.F.R. § 


2.107(l)(1). 


 


Factor 1: The subject of the request. The subject of the requested records concerns “the 


operations or activities of the government” because it concerns EPA’s Chesapeake Bay 


watershed model. 


 


Factor 2: The informative value of the information to be disclosed. The disclosure of the 


requested records is likely to contribute to an understanding of government operations and 


activities because it will allow the EIP to provide the public with an analysis of the watershed 


model and the pollution loads that the watershed model estimates. 


 


Factor 3: The contribution to an understanding of the subject by the public is likely to 


result from disclosure. EIP frequently uses information it obtains through FOIA requests to 


analyze and simplify public information on environmental issues through the issuance of reports 


that are covered by media sources. EIP also works closely with communities to disseminate 


helpful information it learns through the FOIA process to members of the public. EIP plans to 


use this information consistent with our past practices to simplify and provide the public access 


to analysis of the public information. 


 


Factor 4: The significance of the contribution to the public understanding. EIP’s review of 


these records will contribute significantly to the public understanding of government operations 


and activities by simplifying, organizing, and clearly presenting data obtained in an easy-to-view 


and understand format. 


 


Factor 5: The existence and magnitude of a commercial interest. EIP is a non-profit, tax-


exempt public policy organization with no commercial interests in the information being 


requested. 


 


Factor 6: The primary interest in disclosure. Since EIP has no commercial interest in the 


requested information, the public interest in having a clear understanding of how EPA 


models Chesapeake Bay pollution loads outweighs any commercial interest. 
 


If EPA believes that evaluating our request for a waiver of fees and costs will delay providing us 


with the records we are seeking, we ask that you contact us so that we may determine whether to 


withdraw our request for a waiver to expedite your response. 


 


Claims of Exemption from Disclosure 


 


If you regard any documents as exempt from required disclosure, please exercise your discretion 


to disclose them nevertheless. In the alternative, after careful review for the purpose of 


determining whether any of the information is exempt from disclosure, please provide all 


reasonably non-exempt portions of records and communications. 


 














